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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the parents’ knowledge of, and
involvement in, individualized educational programs (IEPs), and also compare the
background, knowledge and degree of involvement of parents. Parents from Taipei
City/County whose elementary school children have hearing impairments were the
subjects of this study.

A “Questionnaire for Determining Parent Involvement in the Individualized
Education Program for Elementary School Students with Hearing Impairments” was
designed by the authors to collect data. 422 questionnaires were sent out; of the 260
returned (a return rate of 61.6%), 248 were valid (effective return rate of 58.8%).

The major findings were as follows:

1. Parents’ knowledge of IEPs ranged between partial and full understanding. About
23% of the parents had a full understanding; 26% had a fair understanding; 29% had
a partial understanding; and 21% did not understand.

2. About 36% of the parents have been involved in IEPs development in the past 2 years
and they felt that all the procedures for developing IEPs met the regulatory
requirements; about 29% indicated that most procedures for developing IEPs met
regulatory requirements; about 24% thought that only some procedures met

regulatory requirements; 10% of the parents thought that none of the procedures for



developing IEPs met the regulatory requirements.

3. There was significant difference between the degree of parents’ knowledge of IEPs
and their children’s educational placements; Parents who were involved in IEPs had
more knowledge of IEPs than those who did not involve in such programs.

4. Parents’ knowledge of IEPs showed no significant difference with regard to their
gender, educational background, children’s grades, and children’s degree of hearing
loss.

5. Parents’ degree of involvement in IEPs also showed no significant difference with
regard to gender, educational background, children’s grades, children’s degree of

hearing loss, and children’s educational placement.

Key Words: IEP, parent involvement, hearing impaired students at elementary school

level
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