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A STUDY OF THE TEACHING CAREER OF
GIFTED EDUCATION TEACHERS

Chao-Yi Chen

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study consisted of examing requirements of outstanding gifted education
teachers and identifying the teaching career by gifted education teachers.

Tools of measurement used in the study were *“ A Survey of the Requirements of Outstanding
Gifted Education Teachers”, and “ An Outline of Interviews with Gifted Education Teachers”.
Data were collected through surveys and semi-structured interviews. The gifted education
teachers participated in the surveys, whereas subjects of the semi- structured interviews consisted
of ten gifted education teachers. Major findings were as follows:

Participants in interview revealed that requirements included such personality traits as
innovativeness, forgiveness, and enthusiasm as well as professional capability.

In preparation of teaching materials, they identified the importance of discussion of materials
to be used with colleagues, administration of individual-referenced assessment, and implement of
small-group teaching paradigm as well as availability of backup materials for individual learners.

Gifted education teachers offered consulting services by way of correspondence with regular
class teachers and parents, delivery of reinforcement to students, and provision of emotional outlet.

Parents involved in the gifted education practices by means of assistance in teaching activities,
providing instructional feedback, and offering financial support.

Teachers of interest stated that most rewarding in the work could be attributed to progress
made by students, whereas most memorable was the teacher-student rapport developed in the
teaching process.

Their suggestions were summarized as (a) gifted education classes be not labeled as
promoting classes, (b) gifted education classes be offered alternative courses, (c) gifted education
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services be extended to regular classes and, most important, (d) school be entitled to the free
choice of instructional paradigm.

Key words: Gifted education teachers, Teaching career



