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Fiagh 19.24 3.04 18.99 3.36 10 .07 98
e 55 76.24 12.35 76.71 11.88 51 .06
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CONCEPTION AND APPRAISAL
OF PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE

Wu-Tien Wu Mau-Fa Chien

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

Based on Gardner’s (1983, 1993) theory of multiple intelligences and Chinese philosophy of
education, the conception of personal intelligence was redefined and the “Personal Intelligence
Inventory” (PIl) was developed. In the pilot study, the subjects comprised of 620 gifted and
regular 5th and 6th grade students in the Taipei area.

According to the literature review, personal intelligence was defined as “intrapersonal,
interpersonal and interactive abilities”.

1. Intrapersonal ability: This is an ability to self-aware, self-examine, self-regard and self-
adapt.

2. Interpersonal ability: This is an ability to be empathic to, respectful to, amiable to, and
guiding others.

3. Interactive ability: This is an ability to be humorous, tolerate, appropriate role-playing, and
conflict-solving.

The reliability and validity of the PIl were quite satisfying. It is somewhat affected by “social
desirability”. It was found that gifted students’ interpersonal (“guiding others”, in particular)
ability was better than regular ones; girls’ intrapersonal (“self-examination”, in particular) and
interpersonal (“being respectful” and “being amiable to”, in particular) abilities surpassed boys’,
while boys only showed better than girls in “being humorous” in the interactive dimension.

Key words: Multiple intelligence, personal intelligence, intrapersonal ability, interpersonal ability,
interactive ability, appraisal



