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ABSTRACT

Purpose: In Taiwan, the Special Education Act of 1997 regulated transition services for
children with special needs and their family. However, other than referring children and
transferring case records, individual child transition needs are not well understood by
kindergarten teachers. The purpose of this study was to explore the process of transition
services for young children with special needs and their family and to examine the out-
comes of the services. Method: During this yearlong collaborative action research, thir-
teen teachers in the Cheng-Cheng Kindergarten worked together with the researchers to
plan and implement individualized transition programs for six young children with spe-
cial needs and their family. Data were collected through group discussions, interviews,
observations, and related documents. Qualitative research methods were employed to
conduct data analysis. Procedure of the collaborative action: The needs for transition
services were first identified based upon the insufficient information reported by parents
of children with special needs and the difficult tasks for kindergarten teachers to make
connections with elementary schools. Individualized transition services were then deliv-
ered to support these parents throughout the process, to enhance children’s readiness, and
to promote collaboration between teachers at the kindergarten and elementary schools.
There were three dimensions of the individual transition service: —parenting support, col-
laborations between kindergarten and elementary school teachers, and preparation for
children’s readiness skills. The parents were provided with information related to the

procedures of identifying children with special needs, special education services and in-
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clusion education in elementary schools, the rights of parents, and the issue of delayed
entry to elementary schools. The parents were encouraged to participate in the identifi-
cation procedure and to assert their own rights throughout the whole process. Some
parents did not actively participate in the transition service, and economic pressure may
have been a concern for those parents. However, the special needs for those parents
were constantly monitored throughout the research. Kindergarten teachers invited ele-
mentary teachers to visit their classrooms and discussed the special needs of the young
children before graduation. During the school year in the elementary school, the kin-
dergarten teachers kept track of the young children’s learning in the elementary school.
In addition, the readiness skills needed for each child were integrated with the learning
activities in the kindergarten. Children with special needs also visited the elementary
schools and interacted with their new teachers before being placed in the elementary
school. Results/Findings: As a result of these actions, parents of children with special
needs were empowered to actively participate as equal partners in the transition process
and to interact positively with elementary school teachers. Teachers became more consid-
erate and knowledgeable of the needs of children and parents. Most importantly, they put
more efforts into preparing these young children with special needs to adjust to new
learning environments. In addition, teachers at the kindergarten and elementary schools
had established close partnerships through the process of the action. Conclu-
sions/Implications: Echoing with Bronfenbrenner’s ecological-development perspectives,
the evidence showed the needs to cross boundaries among the ecological systems of
families, kindergartens, and elementary schools on transition services for young children
with special needs and their family. The study also identified issues related to parent in-
volvement, readiness and delayed entry to elementary schools. Finally, some thoughts re-
garding policy, personnel preparation, and strategies to improve transition services in the

future were proposed.

Keywords: Transition, Kindergarten, Young children with special needs, Collaborative
action research
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