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A STUDY ON FUNCTIONAL VISION
EVALUATION AND OBSERVATION

Sophie Chien-Huey Chang

Department of Special Education, National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research investigated the functional vision of 48 students whose multiple
disabilities included visual impairments, and also discussed teaching strategies available for
enhancing the use of functional vision. Data were generated from classroom observation of
students’ functional visual behavior and instructional strategies used by the teachers, functional
vision evaluation, case conferences, videotaping, field notes, reflexive journal, interviews with
parents, and discussion with teachers. The findings of this study illustrated that most students
demonstrated functional vision in the following areas: light searching, fixation, visual acuity
(nearpoint and midpoint), scanning, tracking, searching, gaze shift, and glare sensitivity.
Suggestions for encouraging use of functional vision and future research are provided.

Key words: multiple disabilities, visual impairments, functional vision



