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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF CHINESE STEM-DERIVING
INSTRUCTION ON ELEMENTARY STUDENTS WITH
SEVERELY WORD-RECOGNITION DIFFICULTIES

Mei-Chuan Lu

Pan Chiao Junior High School

ABSTRACT

According to Chinese orthographic principle, Chinese characters can be grouped by the stem.
The Chinese Stem-deriving instruction (CSDI in short) was proposed in which Chinese characters
are taught in a group sharing the same stem, which is called Stem-family instruction also. The
main purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of CSDI on three elementary
students with severely word-recognition difficulties (SWRD in short). The single-subject
reversal design (A1-B-A2-BC) was utilized in this study. CSDI was implemented in the first
experimental phase while the traditional instruction method was done in two basal phases. The
CSDI with self-monitoring writing was implemented in the second experimental phase, called as
BC. The accuracy of the taught characters were measured every class (called as immediate
effectiveness) and two weeks after the class (called as short-term effectiveness).

The findings were concluded as follow :

1. The CSDI and CSDI with self-monitoring writing improved three students with SWRD on
the accuracy of the taught characters were measured and approved the positive immediate
effectiveness.

2. The CSDI only improved two students with SWRD on the accuracy of the taught
characters were measured at two weeks after the class. However, the CSDI with self-monitoring
writing improved three students with SWRD on the accuracy of the taught characters were
measured at two weeks after, which approved the positive short-term effectiveness.

According to the aforementioned findings, application of these instructions to reading
remedial instruction, the learning guidance and the further research were recommended.

Key word: Chinese Stem-deriving instruction, reading remedial instruction, self-monitoring



