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TEACHERS’ UNDERSTANDING AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
MODERATE MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN :
A COMPARISON OF ELEMENTARY AND \
SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Mei-Ho Lin
National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The recent trend towards integrating mentally retarded children
in the community and public school warrants examination of teachers’
attitudes toward these children. A self-designed}Questionnaire {including 22
attitudinal ratings and 10 semantic differential items, was sent to elementary
and secondary school teachers to reveal seven underlying attitudes toward
moderate mentally retarded children: the educational placement, the right
of education, the abilities of learning and living, the daily living placement,
social contact, knowledge of mental retardation and attributes of mental
retardation. Based on the data of 298 respondents, the results indicated that
most Ss had correct conceptions and attitudes in items of educational pla-
cement, the right of education, the abilities of learning and living as well
as social contact toward moderate mentally retarded children, but had
misconceptions about the causes and preventions of mental retardation.
It was also found that elementary school teachers had more favorable atti-
tudes toward moderate mentally retarded children than secondary school
teachers.
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