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ABSTRACT

This is the second year research report of a three-year project. The
main purpose of the study was to evaluate the effectiveness of early home
intervention in developing listening skills and speech in hearing impaired
infants. In the end of two years’ study, 54 cases had 3 months’ treatment,
40 cases had 6 months’ treatment, 19 cases had 9 months’ treatment, and
17 cases, after the first year’s treatment, continued to have the second
year’s treatment for 9 months. The result was similar to that of first year.
(1) After treatment, it was found, the hearing impaired children had high
scores in the following five developmental areas: gross motor, fine motor,
situation comprehension, self help, and personal-social. The expressive
language and comprehension-conceptual ability of hearing impaired children
were much lower than hearing children but after treatment the development
scores in these areas were also high. (2) Children who had treatment had
higher receptive and expressive language scores than children of same
age who had not had treatment. (3) when auditory and verbal skills
were included in assessment, the language development scores of hearing
impaired children, after treatment, were lower than hearing children, but
when auditory and verbal items were eliminated, as far as possible, the
scores exceeded the normative rate of development. (4) Children who had
early treatment had higher receptive and expressive language scores than
children who had not had early treatment.
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A STUDY ON CONSERVATION ABILITIES
OF HEARING-IMPAIRED STUDENTS
IN PRIIMARY SCHOOL LEVEL

Bey-LiH CHANG
ABSTRACT

This study was designed to explore the number, liquid, weight, and volume
conservation abilities of hearing-impaired students ranged in ages from 9 to 13.
There were 246 subjects, without any other significant handicaps, at grade 3 to
6 at primary school level, 143 were drawn from Taipei Municipal School for the
Deaf, the other 103 were drawn from special class/resource room at regular
schools. The conservation tasks were presented using an attribute-specific
approach. It was found that there were significant relationshigs between the overall
conservation abilities and hearig-impaired students’ intelligence and age. There
were no significant relationships between the overall conservation abilities and
their demographic variables, such as gender, SES, degree of hearing loss, age of
onset, the initial time of wearing hearing aid, the status of wearing hearing aid,
preschool training, and their parents’ hearing. From ages 9 to 13, the percentage
of those who were at concrete operational stage were 68%, 73%, 80%, 80%, &
899% respectively. The hearing-impaired students revealed a positive linear growth
in conservation abilities as they advanced in ages. There was no siginficant
difference in conservation abilies between hearing-impaired students of hearing
impaired parents and their peers of hearing parents.
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