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The purposes of this study were to: (1) revise the Chinese version of
the Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning-Revised ( DIAL-
R);and (2) explore the indicators relating to the child’s learning ability.
In comparison with the 1986 version, the new version of the DIAL-R still
consisted of three subtests, Motor (8 items ), Concept (8 items ), and
Language (8 items) , but only 5 items had been remained. The sample for
standardization was drawn from the Taipei City and the Taipei County,
composed of 387 children ( male=197, female=190; urban= 173, rural=214)
ranging in age from 2 to 6.

This study provided the norm for the Taipei area with the scores 1.5SD
below or above the mean as the cut-off point for identifying children of ”
potential problem” |, ” o.k.” , or” potentail gifted” .It was found that the
new version of the DIAL-R had satisfactory reliabilities and validities. In
addition to age, the key factor in determining learning abilities of preschool
children, home location was another critical factor relating to the child’s

learning ability.
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THE APPLICATION OF PARALLEL
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ABSTRACT

Parallel treatments design, which was developed by Gast & Wolery in
1988, represents the most updated comparison design among all single-
subject research designs. The major function of parallel treatments design
is to compare the efficacy of two ( or more ) experimental treatments or
instructional strategies in a very precise manner. Parallel treatments design
is considered an effective design for its ability to enhance the internal valid-
ity as well as the external validity of research studies. In the United States,
research utilizing parallel treatments design for treatment comparison pur-
poses have become gradually popular. In Taiwan, however, no literature
related to the introduction of this design can be found. It is, therefore, the
purpose of this paper to systematically compare parallel treatments design
to three traditional comparison designs (i.e., multiple treatment design,
alternating treatments design, and simultaneous treatments design ) . Through
the comparison Qf these designs, the strengths and weaknesses of para-
1llel treatments design can be seen. In order to demonstrate the basic structure
of parallel treatments design, an empirical study which utilized the design
as a means of comparing two instructional strategies was included in this
paper. A list of practical suggestions for using parallel treatments design

in special education classroom settings are made at the conclusion of this

paper.
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