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COMPARISON OF MATHEMATIC ABILITIES
BETWEEN MENTALLY RETARDED STUDENTS
AND NORMAL STUDENTS

- TIEN-MIAU WANG

National Taiwan Normal University

-

ABSTRACT

This study was undertaken to compare the differences of mathematic
abilities between the mentally retarded students and normal students. A total
of 181 normal children at primary level and 95 mentally retarded children
(EMR students=60, TMR students=35) at the primary and junior high school
levels were selected into three groups for comparative purpose: NORMAL,
EMR, TMR. Mathematics Concept Inventory was used to collect data from
these three groups.

The results indicated that even the math abilities of mentally retarded
students showed significantly lower than those of the normal students but
were higher than what we expected from their intelligent levels. Other
findings were: (1) no sex difference showed in math abilities of either
normal or mentally retarded students; (2)either mentally retarded students
or normal students gained similar strand scores from Mathematics Concept
Inventory. The mentally retarded students seemed to be able to learn math
tasks involved geometry, sets, patterns, numbers, measurement or fractioné;
(3)the mentally retarded students did demonstrate increased math abilities
at higher school level. Therefore, life-centered math instruction and
student-centered teaching were then recommended.
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