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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to develop a Developmental Scale for Children with Autism
(DSCA) from preschool to primary school levels. The items of the scale were designed
according to the developmental rules of regular children. The Scale was dynamic assessment
form, with standardized assistant system (tree levels) in scale administration. There were eight
subscales in the Scale : Play and Imitation, Socialization, Cognition, Language Comprehension,
Language Expression, Fine Motor Skills , Gross Motor Skills and Self-help Skills. 217 regular
children from 2 to 5 years old were served as standardization group. DSCA was administered to
91 autistic children from 3 1/2 to 10 years old. Main research findings were as follows:

1. The scores children earned were increased form younger to elder children. The
performance of regular children was superior to the autistic children. The autistic children earned
lowest score on Play and Imitation, Socialization, Language Comprehension and Language
Expression, which were also the major disabilities of autistic children. The findings showed the
constructive validity of test were satisfied.

2. The correlation coefficients of subscales and total scale ranged from .76 to .94. The test-
retest reliabilities ranged from .51 to .96. It showed the reliabilities of the test were also satisfied.

3. The standardized assistant system in administration could effectively help both regular and
autistic children raise their performance level. Further studies and dissemination were suggested.
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