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ABSTRACT

This study was to assess the dynamics of families with a handicapped
child. It was intended to look into the family impact on the handicapped
and the child’s impact upon the family members. In addition, a cross-cultural
comaprison between Chinese (Taiwan) and American (Iowa) was undertaken.
Thirty-two families were selected from each of three groups in the Taipei
area: the family with a retarded child (MR), the family with a physically
handicapped (Phy.), and the family with a normal child. Matching variables
included sex of the child, family size, SES, and family structure. The
American samples were drawn from Iowa City with 18 families for the MR
group and 9 for the Phy. The self-designed Family Interaction Questionnaire
and the Family Environment Scale (Moos, 1974) were administered to all
participating families during home visits. In addition, the Chinese version
of AAMD Adaptive Behavior Scale was administered to the Chinese samples.
The results were analysized by Chi-square test, analysis of variance,
Cannonical discriminant analysis, and Cannonical correlation analysis. In
general, it was found that: (1) In Chinese settings, most parents felt sad
and pitiful for their handicapped child, they also tended to suffer from
public attention and limited educational opportunities; (2) Chinese family
environment, including both demographic and interaction factors, had certain
impacts on child’s adaptive behaviors though it may not be as great as
disability itself; (3) In terms of support system, the American family depend-
ed more on community resources rather than on home itself, while the
Chinese family was in contrast to that.
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ABSTRACT

In this study, both naturalistic observation and questionnaire method

were used to investigate the helping behavior and motivation by urban
adults. '

127 adults in Taipei city were observed whether they helped a female
who was physically handicapped in distress. Then, 59 of them were asked to
fill out questionnaires to explain their cognition and feelings toward this
matter.

The results showed that about half of the subjects helped the con-
federate voluntarily. It also indicated (1) the consistency between cognition
and affections, (2) the discrepancy between action and affections, action
and cognition, and real and hypothetical aiding. Subjects interpreted the
same situation differently and were motivated to offer the helping
behavior for various reasons. The motivation of helping behavior was altru-
istic but complicated. It can be divided into six categories: (1) the need of
the recipient, (2) the moral responsibility of ‘the subject, (3) the feeling of
sympathy (4) the reaction of intuition, (5) the ability of helping the handi-
caped and (6) the pleasure gained through helping others.

Finally, some suggestions about moral education were proposed: (1) to arouse
ones conscience and moral courage, (2) to integrate living experiences and to insist
on moral principles, (3)to davelop friendly relations with strangers and to pro mote
a world brotherhood, (4) to establish socical justice and helping custom, and (5)to
cultivate moral character and to advance helping level





