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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate primary students’ global verbal comg

were selected from four areas of Taiwan, including 150 three-grade and 164 sixth- grad:

with different Chinese achievement levels.
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CHARACTERISTIC BEHAVIOR OF FIRST
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IN LEARNING CHINESE CHARACTERS
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ABSTRACT

Based on a national survey in 1993, among the population of school age in special education

20.53% were students with learning disabilities. Among the subtypes of learning disabilities

reading disability was the most common one. However, there is little basic research about the
characteristics of learning behaviors and performances of the Chinese students who have reading
disabilities. This is the first year report of a three-year follow-up research that was conducted to
understand the characteristics of Chinese students with reading disabilities.

st This study used a
qualitative approach to pursuit the goals of this research.

The participants of this research were 18 students in total. They come from two primary
schools located separately in Taichung city and Taichung county. The criteria that were used to
choose the participants were the following: First, participants were the five students of each class
whose scores in the Chinese Language Arts were the lowest of the class. Second, the students who
were mentally retarded, had emotional problems, hearing and visual impairments or were
culturally disadvantaged were excluded. Third, the researchers’ observations of the students in
their Chinese Language Arts classes were taken into consideration. Three methods were used in
this research: (1) the observation of classroom interaction, (2) the related data such as homework
tests, personal history of development and (3) the assessment of language and cognitior;
development.

There were three findings in this research: (1) concerning the speed of reading and
handwriting in a regular school class, the participants could not keep up with the majority of
students; they also had problems understanding the teachers’ instructions and often lost track of
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