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A STUDY ON LANGUAGE ABILITY OF
THE MILDLY RETARDED

CHENG-FEN CHANG

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were as follows:_ (1) To explore the inner
differences of MR subjects’ language abilities. (2). To compare the MR su-
bjects’ language abilities with those of the norm samples. (3) To discuss
the relatlonshlps among the language ab111ty, 1nte111gence quotient, social-
economic status, mental age and educational setting at the elementary level
and thus to find out which of the above is the most predlctable factor of
the language abilities.

“Chinese Language Ability Test” was administered to 74 mildly retarded
junior high school students whose IQ were from 48 to 70. The results
indicated:

(1) The language abilities of the 7th grade MR subjects were 3 to 6
grades lower than those of other same grade students.

(2) The inner difference of those MR subJects language ab111t1es seemed
to be qulte dlfferentlated

(3) In comparing language abilities of theMR subJects with those of the
same mental age, norm subjects, it seemed that the differences were
growing bigger according to the increasing mental age.

(4) There was a moderately high correlation between the language ability
and intelligence quotient of these MR subjects. However, social-eco-
nomic status and educational setting at elemen-t‘a'ry‘level had no signi-
ficant impact on these subjects’ language abilities.

(5) For these MR subjects, intelligence quotient can better predict their
language ability.
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