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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: (1) to assess the effectiveness of vocational training
and employment placement for the mentally retarded, (2) to explore the content of its
implementation, (3) to analyze the effects of subjects’ background differences on the
effectiveness and content, (4) to provide concrete suggestions concerning the future develop-
ment of vocational training and employment placement for the mentally retarded.

The methods used in this study included the review of literature, the interview survey,
the questionaire survey, and experts’ conference: The samples included parents, teachers
and employers of the mentally retarded, they were respectively taken from the special
classes in junior high school, schools for mentally retarded, vocational training agencies
and enterprises. The instrument ” The Questionaire of the Vocational Training and
Employment Placement for the Mentally Retarded” , designed by author, was conducted.

This main findings of the study were as follow:firstly, subjects were not satisfied with
the implementation effectiveness. Significantly different effects of subjects’ group, parents’
educational level, employers’ educational level, agencies’ category and number were also
found on the implementation effectiveness. And the predictive power of subjects’
background for the implementation effectiveness was low.

Secondly, the mentally retarded’s urgent needs in vocational training are specific
vocational training agencies, 6-12-month trainings sponsored government and semi-auto-
matic machines as the best training facilities. Concerning the employment placement, they
hope to be reccommnded by the vocational training agencies, to have an optimal salary
of 5000-10000 dollars N. T., to do semi-skill jobs in sheltered workshops, to have pre-job

training, and so on.



