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ABSTRACT

This study was to investigate current policies of special education (SPED) professionals
education and recruitment in Taiwan through the literature review and a questionnaire survey.
Based on the literature review, it was found that the current policies were characterized by: (1)
multiple channels of SPED teachers education; (2) differential accreditation/recruitment of SPED
teachers according to educational level, subject matter, and category of student’s exceptionality; (3)
recruiting regular education teachers to serve SPED through in-service training programs and
keeping those who have been in the field; (4) employing related professionals, such as
occupational therapists, physical therapists, and speech therapists; (5) same qualification of special
school principals as to regular ones.

A queétionnaire addressed to public opinions was devised for the survey study. The target
populations were civil council members, special and regular education experts, government and
school administrators, regular and special education teachers (both for the disabled and the gifted),
regular and exceptional students’ parents (both of the disabled and the gifted). In total, 731
subjects were available, the effective return rate was 74.14%. The major findings were as
follows:

In terms of policy and administration: (1) the current policy regarding SPED professionals
education and recruitment was not clear enough and the related regulations were lacking or loose;
(2) SPED teachers provision was not sufficient and the existing teachers’ quality needed to be
improved; (3) it was believed that qualified SPED teachers were eligible to work for regular
education, but not vice versa; however, teachers of the disabled and teachers of the gifted should

be allowed to interchange their jobs provided they were qualified for both; (4) the current
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differential accreditation/recruitment system was severely criticized for it’s rigidity, the majority
of the subjects were in favor of non-categorical accreditation by using the title of “professional
special education teacher” or only taking the category of exceptionality into major account.

In terms of teacher/professional education: (1) the ideal SPED teachers were those with
university SPED majors; (2) teachers for the disabled and for the gifted should be educated as
different categories; for the disabled, although varied school levels (pre-school, elementary, junior
high, and senior high) should be considered, it was also suggested that the pre-school and the
elementary levels be combined.; (3) it was necessary to employ various related professionals on
full-time or part-time basis in SPED settings, but preferably they have basic SPED knowledge and
skills before or after entering this field.

Finally, based on the review of the literature and survey study, suggestions regarding

improving SPED teachers education and accreditation/recruitment were made.
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