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THE STUDY OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS’ ATTITUDE TOWARD SCIENCE
IN SOUTHERN TAIWAN

BAO-sHAN LIN Li-yu HUNG

=
National Kaohsiung Teachers’ College

The attitude toward science is an important factor for the success of

science education. This study intended to explore the students’ attitude
toward science by the Chinese version of “Test of Science-Related Attitude”.
The sample consists of 273 intellectually gifted students in self-contained
special classes (180 boys and 93 girls), and 292 students from high-achieve-
ment regular classes (155 boys and 138 girls). The subjects were selected
from 7 junior high schools’ special classes and 3 junior high schools without
special gifted program in southern Taiwan. The data were analyzed by
two-way ANOVA. The results of this study were as follow:

1.

The gifted students were superior to the regular ones in their attitudes
toward social implications of science, scientific inquiry and career interest.

. In the attitude toward normality of scientists, adoption of scientific

attiude, enjoyment and likes, gifted students in grade 7 expressed more
favorable attitude than regular ones in same grade and gifted students
in grade 8. Except for the attitude toward normality of scintists, there
was no difference between gifted students and regular ones in grade 8
in the last three attitude.

. Girls, whoever in special calsses or regular ones, tend to demonstrate more

negative attitude in career interest in science than boys.

. All the subjects, both gifted students and regular ones, are scored beyond

the means of each of the TOSRA scales and shows positive attitude
toward science.

. The students with general intellectual giftedness are favorable in atti-

tude of enjoyment, career interest in science, normality of scientists and
adoption of scientific attitude than students with specific academic ap-
titude in math and science.





