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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between vocational maturity and visual impairment. The subjects included
in this study was 92 visually impaired and 92 sighted junior high students
from the central region of Taiwan. The Vocational Attitude Scale and the
demographic data sheet were applied in order to obtain the needed inform-
ation. The study showed the following findings:

1. Visually impaired and sighted junior high students did not have a
statistically significant difference in vocational maturity.

2. There was no statistically significant difference in vocational matu-
rity between special school and regular school partially sighted students.

3. The variables such as grade level, sex, impairment type, age, grade
average, and parent education, respectively, had no statistically significant
relationship to vocational maturity among junior high students with visual
impairment.

4. The Collective contribution of the variables grade level, sex, impair-
ment type, age, grade average, and parent education included in a full m-
odel was not statistically significant in predicting vocational maturity am-
ong visually impaired junior high school, students.
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ABSTRACT

This study was designed to investigate the language ability of main-
streamed hearing-impaired students in primary school level, and to select
the best predictors of language ability. Fifty-one prelingually and severely
to profoundly hearing-impaired students without any other significant
handicaps were subjects in this study. They had hearing parents and
graded from 3 to 6. All subjects’ intelligence, conservation ability, and
language ability, including pronunciation, reading comprehension, vocabulary,
lexical insertion, grammar and rhetorics were tested individually.

This results indicated that each grade subjects’ language ability was
inferior to that of hearing peers and the lag behind hearing group was
about 2 months to 3 years. Excluding the effects of intelligence and
conservation ability, there were no significant difference in language ability
among mainstreamed hearing-impaired students from grade 3 to 6. There
were significant relationships between intelligence, conservation ability,
social economic status, grade, age and overall language ability respectively
Forty-nine percent of the variance in overall language ability was accounted
for by age, grade, social economic status, intelligence, and conservation
ability. The best predictors of overall language ability were conservation
ability, intelligence, and social economic status. They can explain 46% of
the variance in overall language ability.





