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EDUCATIONAL PLACEMENT
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Wu-tien Wu Tai-hwa Lu Jan-der Wang Lon-an Chen

National Taiwan Normal University . Taipei Municipal Teachers College

ABSTRACT

Data were collected through two questionnaires specially designed by the authors for
the purposes of assessing current status, problems, and needs in educational placement of
school-age handicapped learners. Respondents were consisted of 24 municipal and county
bureaus of education as well as 42 government- and privately-owned social welfare
agencies. Supplementary information was also obtained through meetings and site visits.
The findings were:

1. Special education was provided for 27,357 handicapped students in grades 1 through 9.

Their placement breakdown was as follows: 2,420 in special schools; 10,890 in special.

classes; 795 in itinerant programs; 625 in home instruction programs; 12,576 in regular
classes; and 59 in “other” category. There were 2,548 school-age children who did not
receive any special education service. Additionally, 1,238 school-age children who were
cared for by the 42 social welfare agencies also did not receive any education service.
It appeard that both special education programs and services were insufficient.

2. Due to the fact that both municipal and county bureaus of education appeared to be
inconsistent in data collecting as well as methods of reporting, it is critical to organize
information systematically and to conduct a prevelence survey.

3. Severe problems were reported for using itinerant teachers to instruct home-bound han-
dicapped children. The program’s effectiveness was questionable.

4. Not only an increase is necessary for the number of special classes affiliated with
social welfare agencies, better curriculum and closer supervision are also needed.

From these results, short-term as well as long-term recommendations were made to
ameliorate current educational placement system for the school-age handicapped children.
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