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A STUDY ON THE RELATIONS AMONG
HIGHER LEVEL COGNITIVE PROCESSES ~
MORAL JUDGMENT AND MORAL BEHAVIOR
OF GIFTED PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

Shu-Kuei Tsai

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were (1) to explore the relations among higher level cognitive
processes, moral judgment, and moral behavior; (2) to examine the differences studengs
showed in categories ( gifted or average) and sex; (8) to develop a moral behavior scale for
primary school pupils as an objective equipfnent. Furthermore, teachers and parents of the
gifted could learn from the reasons why gifted students didn’t behave well, and what they
could do to gifted education.

There are 106 ( M57, F49) students in gifted classroom and 106 ( M53, . F'53 ) students in
regular classroom in this study. All they took three tests, the test of “Higher Level Co-
gnitive Processes Test” ~ “Defining Issues Test” , and “Primary School Children’s Moral
Behavior Scale” . Data were analyzed by Pearson product monent correlation, MANOVA,
Hotelling test, and the Kendall coefficient of concordance.

The main results were as follows :

1.Primary students’ higher level cognitive processes were significantly correlated to their
moral judgment.

2.Primary students’ higher level cognitive processes were significantly correlated to their
moral behavior. However, moral judgment didn’t related singificantly to moral behavior.

3 Four scores of moral behavior, as related by teachers, parents, classmates, and su-
bjects themselves, were not in concordance with one another.

4.In higher level cognitive processes, students of different categories showed significant
differences: but students of different sexes didn’t.

5.In moral judgment, students of different categories showed significant differences; but

students of different sexes didn't.
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6.The mean score of gifted students’s on moral behavior, whether rated by teachers
parent, classmates, or subjects themselves, students of different categories showed significant
different and were all higher than those of regular students. But students of different sexes

didn’t show significant differences in scores of moral behavior.
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