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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the nonverbal cognitive abilities of children in
Taiwan. One thousand seven hundred seventeen three to twelve year old children served as sub-
jects. Their nonverbal cognitive abilities were measured by the "Nonverbal Cognitive Develop-
ment Scale", which was designed and normalized by the two researchers. It was found that:

1. The children’s nonverbal cognitive abilities increased with age. A significant development
trend was found across different age groups.

2. No significant difference was found between boys and girls in terms of nonverbal cogni-
tive abilities .

3. No significant difference was found between different SEC groups in terms of nonverbal
cognitive abilities .

4. The performance of children with normal on the "Nonverbal Cognitive Development
Scale" was better than that of children with hearning impairment.
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EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES FOR YOUNG
CHILDREN WITH INTELLECTUAL HANDICAPS
IN TAIWAN: A NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Tien-Miau Wang

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

A needs assessment was conducted to identify the needs perceived by families with intellec-
tually handicapped youngsters and the existing resources available in Taiwan. It was also intend-
ed to explore the risk factors which had prevented families from being served and the degree of
satisfaction regarding the services families received. A total of 879 parents of children under six
who showed obvious intellectual handicaps and 58 service providers was surveyed. As the results,
families with young handicapped children expressed anxious needs in direct services for their
child and information. Financial assistance from the government and supports services provided
by parents groups were also the needs reported by these families. Even though parents showed
their satisfaction with services, mainly provided by private groups, however, the discrepancy be-
tween needs expressed by parents and the existing resources was obviously found. The risk fac-
tors prohibiting families to be served included limited or no community resources available, prob-
lems of knowing existing resources, difficulties of finding services with good quality, transporta-
tion problems, high costs of services, or high selection criteria set by agencies. Families with
handicapped children in younger ages or in more severe and complicated conditions, parents who
had lower education, families which had lower income or resided in the area where community
resources were limited had more risks to be under-served. The study thus suggested the_govern-
ment to initiate well-planned public awareness programs, child find and identification system,

comprehensive and coordinated services, and personnel preparation programs.

Keywords: early intervention, intellectual handicaps, needs assessment
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