- 130 -

Bulletin of Special Education, 1988, 4. 113—130.
Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, RO.C.

A STUDY ON CONSERVATION ABILITIES
OF HEARING-IMPAIRED STUDENTS
IN PRIIMARY SCHOOL LEVEL

BEY-LIH CHANG
ABSTRACT

This study was designed to explore the number, liquid, weight, and volume
conservation abilities of hearing-impaired students ranged in ages from 9 to 13.
There were 246 subjects, without any other significant handicaps, at grade 3 to
6 at primary school level, 143 were drawn from Taipei Municipal School for the
Deaf, the other 103 were drawn from special class/resource room at regular
schools. The conservation tasks were presented using an attribute-specific
approach. It was found that there were significant relationshigs between the overall
conservation abilities and hearig-impaired students’ intelligence and age. There
were no significant relationships between the overall conservation abilities and
their demographic variables, such as gender, SES, degree of hearing loss, age of
onset, the initial time of wearing hearing aid, the status of wearing hearing aid,
preschool training, and their parents’ hearing. From ages 9 to 13, the percentage
of those who were at concrete operational stage were 68%, 73%, 80%, 80%, &
899% respectively. The hearing-impaired students revealed a positive linear growth
in conservation abilities as they advanced in ages. There was no siginficant
difference in conservation abilies between hearing-impaired students of hearing
impaired parents and their peers of hearing parents.
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SCHOOI ADJUSTMENT
OF THE FIRST GRADE AUTISTIC CHILDREN

JYH-FEN HUW
National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to explore the factors related to the
initial adjustment of the first grade autistic students in Taipei, The study
subjects comprised of 6 boys and 1 girl who bad been diagnosed to have
suffered from early infantile autism and received treatment in the Natio-
nal Taiwan University Hospital before they were enrolled into the first
grade in September 1987. Through structuced classroom observation and
interview with teachers and parents, data were gathered to rate the learn-
ing habit, the social interaction and the academic skills of these students.
In classroom observation, a control group matched for age, sex and class
was selected for comparison.

The gathered data were analyzed and revealed the following major
findindings:

1. The overall school adjustment of the autistic children was:

Two students had fair to good adjustment and improved in academic
and social skills; 2 students had neither improved nor regressed; 2 students
had fair to good adjustment. initially but regressed to become poorly
adjusted. When they could not cope with the increased academic pressure,
one student had poor adjustment in the regulas class initially but became
well adjusted when placed in the special class for the retarded.

2. The structured classroom observation revealed:

(1) The most fregrent behavior of the autistic group was self-absorption,
while in the control group was learning behavior.

{2) There were significant differences between the two groups in learning
behavior and self-absorption behavior, but no significant difference. in
the interference behavior.

3. During between-class intermission, autistic children played by them-
selves most of the time, while the control children played with others.
4. The individual, the school and the family characteristics could influence
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the school adjustment of the autistie children

The intelligence, development, severiey of autism and social skills of
the children were related to his/her school adjustment.

The demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of the children were
not related to his/her school adjustment, but the children rearing atti-
tude of the parent were found to be related to the children’s school
adjustment,

The teacher’s attitude towards special students and his/her professional
training, the educational placement and curriculum were all related to
the childrens’ school adjustment.

The attitude of the classmates towards the autistic students was influ-
enced by the teacher’s attitude.

THe above findings were discussed and their implications for education,
upbringing and medical treatment of the autistic children were made.





